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Volunteering with the
Chapter
The chapter is always in need of
volunteers. If you are considering
helping out and taking advantage
of great networking opportunities,
please contact us at
volunteering@peobrampton.com.

W

elcome to the 2015 fall edition of the
Brampton Chapter newsletter. Another
summer is over, we’re well into the fall and I
can’t believe that another year is almost over.
As I write this message during one of the
warmest Novembers I have ever experienced,
I reflect back on the activities of our chapter
and I realize that out chapter is flourishing
with a solid set of core activities, an
enthusiastic bunch of young and experienced
executive board members and a deep pool
of bright and eager volunteers. Don’t get
me wrong, I’m not saying that we’re at our
pinnacle of success, there is always room for
improvement. We can always do more events
and cater to specific needs of our membership.

of PEO is to exercise your right to vote. The
2016 PEO Council elections are just around
the corner and will be taking place from
January 23 to February 26. It would be truly
great if more members participated in the
elections. To put things into perspective,
PEO averages 16 to 18 per cent voter turnout.
As a self-regulatory profession, the election
of an appropriate and capable Council is
paramount to the effective regulation of the
profession. So, to all the members of the
chapter, when it is time to vote, do exercise
your right to vote.

Once again I would like to end my message
by asking for your help and reiterate that
the membership is the chapter, and we
the volunteers can do nothing without the
support, the buy-in, and the efforts of the
individual members. If you have any thoughts
What we need is more involvement from on what the chapter can or should do, or have
you, the membership, not only in the decision suggestions for events or activities, let us
making process of the chapter, but also in the know. We would be delighted to hear from
governance of PEO.
you.
At the chapter level, I want to see more Ranjit Gill, P.Eng., PTOE
members attending our AGM, which will be
taking place on January 22, 2016. I want you
to come out and take part in the selection of
the Executive Board members, review our
financials and provide feedback as to how we
are doing and how we can improve.
The best way to take part in the governance
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2015 CHAPTER EXECUTIVE
Back row (from left to right): Desmond Gomes, John Arvanitis, Amity Lam, Niveen Guindy, Dora Martinho, Devakaran Sarathchandran,
			
Axar Bhavsar, Ravinder Panesar
Front row (from left to right): John Clayton, Jag Saini, Max Morrow, Ranjit Gill, Nilima Gandhi, Satyendra Bhavsar

Position

Name

E-mail

Officers
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Past Chair

Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.
Nilima Gandhi, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Jag Saini, EIT
Max Morrow, P.Eng.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.

ranjit.gill@peobrampton.com
nilima.gandhi@peobrampton.com
jag.saini@peobrampton.com
max.morrow@peobrampton.com
satyendra.bhavsar@peobrampton.com

John Clayton, P.Eng., FEC
Amity Lam, P.Eng.
Niveen Guindy, P.Eng.
Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.
Desmond Gomes, P.Eng.
John Arvanitis, P.Eng.
Axar Bhavsar, EIT
Devakaran Sarathchandran, P.Eng.
Dora Martinho, EIT
Raj Singh, P.Eng.

john.clayton@peobrampton.com
amity.lam@peobrampton.com
niveen.guindy@peobrampton.com
ravinder.panesar@peobrampton.com
desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com
john.arvantis@peobrampton.com
axar.bhavsar@peobrampton.com
devakaran.sarathchandran@peobrampton.com
dora.martinho@peobrampton.com
raj.singh@peobrampton.com

Executives

www.peobrampton.com
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2015 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Back row (from left to right): Max Morrow, Ranjit Gill, Jag Saini, Ravinder Panesar, John Arvanitis, Girish Mehta, Devakaran Sarathchandran
Front row (from left to right): Amity Lam, Niveen Guindy, Nilima Gandhi, Satyendra Bhavsar, Meghali Naik, Dora Martinho, Gurbinder Nagra

Committee

Chair

Communication
Member Services
Education
Events
Government Liaison Program
Governance
Environment
Women in Engineering
Volunteer

Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.
Nilima Gandhi, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.
John Clayton, P.Eng.
Max Morrow, P.Eng.
Amity Lam, P.Eng.
Niveen Guindy, P.Eng.

Committee Members
Allan Lopez Espinoza, P.Eng.
Chris Tranquada, EIT
Devakaran Sarathchandran, EIT
Dora Martinho, EIT
Girish Mehta, EIT
Axar Bhavsar, EIT
Jag Saini, EIT

Gurbinder Nagra, Student
John Arvanitis, P.Eng.
Kevin Dean, P.Eng.
Meghali Naik, P.Eng.
Michael Collingwood, EIT
Shemroy Manning, EIT
www.peobrampton.com
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Announcements

Notice of 2016 Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of the
Brampton Chapter of PEO will be held at the Brampton Golf Club,
7700 Kennedy Rd. S., Brampton, Ontario, L6W 0A1 on Friday
January 22, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., for the purpose of:
1.

Receiving and considering the chair’s report for the calendar
year ending December 31, 2015;

2.

Receiving and considering the treasurer’s report for the fiscal
year ending December 31, 2015;

3.

Receiving and considering the audited financial statement for
the fiscal year ending December 31, 2015;

4.

Electing chapter executive board members; and

5.

Transacting such further and other business as may properly
come before the meeting or any adjournment thereof.

Any member wishing to become a candidate for an executive
position with the chapter should submit their name to the secretary
by December 31, 2015. Nominations received from the membership
shall be accepted if received within the specified time limit, are
received in writing, signed by at least three chapter members, and
contain a signature of acceptance by the nominee.

Preliminary Agenda - 2016 Annual General Meeting

#

Item

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Call to Order (7:10 p.m.)
Introduction of Executive Board Members
Approval of the 2015 AGM Minutes
Report from the Chair
Report from the Treasurer
Approval of 2015 Audited Financial Statements
Appointment of Executive Board Members
Election of New Executive Board Members
Confirmation of Appointment of Officers
New Business (Motions)
Other Business
Adjournment (7:30 p.m.)

The AGM is open to all members of the chapter. Following the
AGM, a certificate presentation ceremony will be held for engineers
who have recently received their licences. A formal dinner is part
of the ceremony and requires the purchase of a ticket. Members
who wish to take part in the ceremony will be required to purchase
a ticket in advance from our website.

Passing of Manoj Choudhary
I

t is with deep sadness that I am writing
to let you know that our colleague and
friend, Manoj Choudhary, passed away on
Sunday, November 8, 2015.
Manoj joined PEO on Sept 5, 2006 as
the Student Liaison Coordinator. He was
promoted in February 2010 to Manager,
Pre-licensing Programs, and assumed his
current role as Manager, EIT programs in
March 2011.
All of us who worked with and knew
Manoj will miss his kindness, gentle manner
and good humour.

www.peobrampton.com
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Review of Past Events

Paintball Tournament
September 12, 2015

P

EO Brampton Chapter organized its first paintball tournament at
the Ultimate Paintball Park in Milton. The goal was to provide
an opportunity for members to mingle and network with fellow
engineers while enjoying a fun outdoors activity.
Although rain was in the forecast, and it had rained the night
before and early that morning, mother nature conceded to our will
and gave us a beautiful day for playing outdoor paintball.

We had a diverse group of 16 brave warriors comprising of
engineers, engineering interns and students. The group was split
into two teams to engage in friendly competition, while developing
winning strategies and team building.
The evening wrapped up with a delicious BBQ and everyone
nursing their battle wounds and telling their war stories as the sky
opened up.

Family Picnic
August 15, 2015

T

he chapter organized its annual family picnic on Saturday,
August 15 at the Cedar Groove picnic site of Albion Hills
Conservation area.
About 110 members and their families attended the event. Once
again, the chapter covered the entry fees to the park for all attendees!
Everyone enjoyed the bright and warm weather all day long! The
picnic site was lively with children playing, and filled with music

and interesting discussions amongst the members. A variety of
munching food, barbeque selections and drinks were provided during
the lunch time. Several games for the children of adult couples were
played, which generated a fun-filled and engaging environment. All
kids, winners of the games or not, received prizes! We also had a
short networking session in which all attending members introduced
themselves and provided a little bit of their professional background.
This, we believe, helped in getting the members connected and
exploring more networking opportunities. In the end, after a brief
mingling, everyone dispersed with a wide smile on their face!

www.peobrampton.com
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Licensure Assistance Program
July 30, 2015

T

On Thursday, July 30, the chapter organized a midterm review
session for the guides and interns registered in the program. This
training session was aimed at reviewing the entire process of
guiding and discussing their reflections on the experiences so far
into the program. This feedback would allow the chapter to build on
the program’s strengths and mend its weaknesses.

This year, we received an overwhelming response from our EIT
members and the chapter was able to team up 30 EITs with guides
who are generously volunteering their time to help these EITs.

Both the guides and interns met at the Ebenezer Community
Centre in the evening, where the chapter lead for the LAP, Dr.
Nilima Gandhi, facilitated the interesting discussions. Pizza and
drinks were served. Several suggestions made by the guides and
interns will be implemented in the next round of the LAP.

he chapter successfully launched the second term of the
Licensure Assistance Program (LAP) in April 2015. The
program is meant to link engineering interns with professional
engineers licensed with PEO to provide the interns with guidance
and support in order to get their professional licensure status.

Annual Golf Classic Tournament
June 20, 2015

•

Scott Gray

Surinder Bhangoo

J

•

Will Cook

•

Roger Gosse

Thank you to our sponsors for providing
wonderful prizes and support.

une 21, 2014 was the day the Brampton
Chapter held its sixth annual golf classic
tournament at Caledon Country Club in
Inglewood. Like last year, this year was
another smashing hit and records were
broken once again.
Although we weren’t able to beat last year’s
record breaking turnout of 38 participants,
we came close with 36. The weather was
fantastic, the course was lush and beautiful,
one could not ask for anything more.

•

Ontario Society
Engineers

•

AGF Albrecht

•

Royal Bank of Canada

•

Ontario
Waste
Association

Longest Drive

•

Fiberline Composites

•

•

G&M Automation
Brannon Steel

Our Most Honest Golfers were;
•

Tom Bellis

•

Alex Zaitchenko

•

Andrew Sandrasagra

•

Ravinder Panesar
Will Cook

of

Professional

Management

The results of this year’s tourney were as
follows:

Closest to the Pin

•

•

Lowest Team Score, the team members
who took first place, were;

Best Approach

A special thanks goes out to Prakash
Kingsley of Brannon Steel, who once
again brought the largest number of
golfers!

•

Shawn Wright

•

Shawn Wright
Alex Zaitchenko

The Putting Competition was won by

www.peobrampton.com
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Licence Presentation Ceremony
May 30, 2015

T

he Brampton Chapter held its Licence Presentation Ceremony on Saturday, May 30, 2015 at the Chandni Gateway Banquet Hall.

The guests of honour who addressed the audience were Regional Councillors Danny Chui and Warren Trunbull and Mr. Parm Gill,
M.P. for Brampton-Springdale.
The following individuals have completed the requirements necessary to become a professional engineer in this province and have been
admitted as members of Professional Engineers Ontario. Please congratulate them as they receive their licence to practise professional
engineering.
•

Prakashchandra Patel, P.Eng.

•

Dipesh Modi, P.Eng.

•

Zaki Abedeen, P.Eng.

•

Anil Bodho, P.Eng.

•

Ankit Baghwala, P.Eng.

•

Andrea Lynn, P.Eng.

•

Syed Muhammad Salman Zaidi, P.Eng.

•

Anupum Sharma, P.Eng.

•

shkumar Bhavsar, P.Eng.

•

Jeffrey Lewis Dodgson, P.Eng.

•

Thy-Thuy-Trang Nguyen, P.Eng

•

Rolando Mena, P.Eng.

•

Khalid Mahmood, P.Eng.

•

Dushyant Hasmukhbhai Patel, P.Eng.

•

Raj Angad Singh Matharoo, P.Eng.

•

Riyana Mayooran, P.Eng.

•

Eijaz Uddin Siddiqui, P.Eng.

•

Magued Milad Habib Sorial, P.Eng.

•

Upul Priyadarshana Herath, P.Eng.

•

Mathusuthan Yogarajah, P.Eng.

•

Neil Barakat, P.Eng.

•

Parveen Bakshi, P.Eng.

•

Richard Allan Atkinson, P.Eng.

•

Gurtej Singh Sandhu, P.Eng.

•

Brent Patrick Laurence, P.Eng.

•

Vipin Chandra, P.Eng.

•

Gurdeep Singh, P.Eng.

•

Everol James Smith, P.Eng.

Danny Chui, P.Eng., FEC
West Central Regional Councillor

Warren Turnbull, P.Eng.
West Central Regional Councillor

www.peobrampton.com

Parm Gill
Past M.P. for Brampton-Springdale

8

EIT Information Night
May 14, 2015

T

he chapter organized its third annual
Engineering Intern (EIT) Info Night on
May 14, 2015 at Professor’s Lake Recreation
Centre.
The event was geared towards
providing EIT information on procedure
for acquiring the P.Eng. licence. Manoj
Choudhary, manager of the EIT program,
and Tracey Caruana, coordinator of the EIT
program, provided information on topics such
as acceptable engineering work experience,
and answered questions of the attendees. The
event also provided a networking opportunity
for the EITs. The event was free of charge and
light refreshment was served.

Upcoming Events

Month

Event

Date

Contact

December

The Central
Region COMPASS
Transportation
Management Centre Tour

December 9

ranjit.gill@peobrampton.com

January

2016 Chapter AGM

January 22

desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com

February

Family Ski Day

February 15

amity.lam@peobrampton.com

www.peobrampton.com

