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Upcoming Events
5th Annual Golf Classic

June 20

Family Picnic

TDB

Volunteering with the
Chapter
The chapter is always in need of
volunteers. If you are considering
to helping out and taking advantage
of great networking opportunities,
please contact us at
volunteering@peobrampton.com.

Dear Members,

and PEO.

T

The membership is the chapter, and we
the volunteers can do nothing without the
support, the buy-in, and the efforts of the
individual members. We can organize as
many events as we want, but if the members
don’t participate, it’s not worth anything.
So, if you receive an e-mail from the chapter
about an event that piques your interest,
consider participating. The worst that could
happen is that you will get an opportunity to
network with other engineers.

he Brampton Chapter held its AGM
in January where new officers and
executive members were elected . My name
is Ranjit Gill and I have been approinted as
your new Chair. Before I tell you anything
more about me, I would like to thank the pastchair, Satyendra Bhavsar, for the outstanding
job he has done over the last two years. His
enthusiasm and commitment to the work of
the chapter have made his term a successful
one, and under his leadership, the Brampton
Chapter has continued to strengthen.

I would like to end my message by asking
for your help. If you have any thoughts on what
the chapter can do, or have suggestions for
events or activities, let us know. Just contact
me or any of the other executive members, we
would be delighted to hear from you.

For those who do not know me, I am a
civil engineer working as a transportation
engineer with the City of Oshawa. Yes,
I commute everyday to work! I guess you
can say, I practise what I preach. I have been
with the chapter for a number of years now Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.
as the vice-chair and executive member. I
have a strong interest in public engagement
with engineering and science, particularly
in education outreach, and integrating
technology to make the Chapter more
efficient.
For my term as Chair, I would like to find
ways to increase the number of active chapter
volunteers and get the membership to be
more active in the governance of the chapter
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2015 Chapter AGM

2015 Annual General Meeting
January 16, 2015

T

he Brampton Chapter held its Annual General Meeting on Friday, January 16th, 2015 at the Brampton Golf Club, in conjunction with a
Licence Presentation Ceremony. Also, the Aspiring Engineer Scholarships were also awarded.

As with every year, new officers and executive members of the Brampton Chapter Board are elected at the AGM. The following are your
new Brampton Chapter Officers for 2015:
•

Chair:

Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.

•

Vice-Chair:

Nilima Gandhi, P.Eng., Ph.D.

•

Treasurer:

Max Morrow, P.Eng.

•

Secretary:

Jag Saini, EIT

•

Past-Chair:

Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.

The chair, Ranjit Gill, P.Eng., and treasurer, Max Morrow, P.Eng., were appointed through acclamation, while the positions of vice-chair
and secretary were appointed through an election process.
The previous executive members of the Brampton Chapter Board were re-appointed, while two new members were added. The picture
and list of the Executive Board members, along with the committee members, are available on pages 4 and 5.
The treasurer’s report for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2014 is provided below.

Treasurer’s Report
T

he treasurer, Desmond Gomes, P.Eng., presented the audited financial statement of the chapter. The chapter received an allotment of
$24,000 compared to $17,480.22 in 2013, which is 37.29% more than when compared to the previous year. The chapter raised funds,
secured sponsorships, and held events for a total of $18,948.01 in revenue, which is 13% more compared to 2013 ($16,735.12).
Overall 2014 expenses were 22% ($44,652.28) higher than for 2013 ($38,935.54). The year 2014 ended with an excess of income over
expenses of $1,891.74, this was attributed to higher than normal numbers of member participation in major chapter events. The closing
balance for fiscal 2014, ending December 31st, was $14,232.14, which was higher than the opening balance of $12,340.40. The chapter is
adequately funded to support the activities planned for 2015.
Amity Lam, P.Eng., made a motion proposing that the Treasurer’s report be approved. Axar Bhavsar, EIT, seconded the motion. The
treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.

www.peobrampton.com

3

2015 CHAPTER EXECUTIVE
Back row (from left to right): Desmond Gomes, John Arvanitis, Amity Lam, Niveen Guindy, Dora Martinho, Devakaran Sarathchandran,
			
Axar Bhavsar, Ravinder Panesar
Front row (from left to right): John Clayton, Jag Saini, Max Morrow, Ranjit Gill, Nilima Gandhi, Satyendra Bhavsar

Position

Name

E-mail

Officers
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Past Chair

Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.
Nilima Gandhi, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Jag Saini, EIT
Max Morrow, P.Eng.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.

ranjit.gill@peobrampton.com
nilima.gandhi@peobrampton.com
jag.saini@peobrampton.com
max.morrow@peobrampton.com
satyendra.bhavsar@peobrampton.com

John Clayton, P.Eng., FEC
Amity Lam, P.Eng.
Niveen Guindy, P.Eng.
Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.
Desmond Gomes, P.Eng.
John Arvanitis, P.Eng.
Axar Bhavsar, EIT
Devakaran Sarathchandran, P.Eng.
Dora Martinho, EIT

john.clayton@peobrampton.com
amity.lam@peobrampton.com
niveen.guindy@peobrampton.com
ravinder.panesar@peobrampton.com
desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com
john.arvantis@peobrampton.com
axar.bhavsar@peobrampton.com
devakaran.sarathchandran@peobrampton.com
dora.martinho@peobrampton.com

Executives

www.peobrampton.com
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2015 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Back row (from left to right): Max Morrow, Ranjit Gill, Jag Saini, Ravinder Panesar, John Arvanitis, Girish Mehta, Devakaran Sarathchandran
Front row (from left to right): Amity Lam, Niveen Guindy, Nilima Gandhi, Satyendra Bhavsar, Meghali Naik, Dora Martinho, Gurbinder Nagra

Committee

Chair

Communication
Member Services
Education
Events
Government Liaison Program
Governance
Environment
Women in Engineering
Volunteer

Ranjit Gill, P.Eng.
Nilima Gandhi, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Satyendra Bhavsar, P.Eng., Ph.D.
Ravinder Panesar, P.Eng.
John Clayton, P.Eng.
Max Morrow, P.Eng.
Amity Lam, P.Eng.
Niveen Guindy, P.Eng.

Committee Members
Allan Lopez Espinoza, P.Eng.
Chris Tranquada, EIT
Devakaran Sarathchandran, EIT
Dora Martinho, EIT
Girish Mehta, EIT
Axar Bhavsar, EIT
Jag Saini, EIT

Gurbinder Nagra, Student
John Arvanitis, P.Eng.
Kevin Dean, P.Eng.
Meghali Naik, P.Eng.
Michael Collingwood, EIT
Shemroy Manning, EIT
www.peobrampton.com
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Review of Past Events

Scientific Research and Experimental
Development (SR&ED) Talk
April 29, 2015

D

id you know that if your business is solving problems and there
is uncertainty involved it is likely eligible for the Scientific
Research and Experimental Development (SR&ED) tax incentive
program? This program offered by the federal government, pays
billions of dollars to tens of thousands of applicants each year.
You can receive up to 44% of incurred R&D costs, even if you

don’t have an R&D department. On April 29th, 2015, Ajay Sinha,
SR&ED expert from the BeneFACT Consulting Group, presented
an interesting and informative session on what is SR&ED, and how
to maximize your returns.
If you were unable to attend the talk and you would be interested
in attending at a future date, please email John at: john.arvanitis@
peobrampton.com.

Mathletics 2015
April 18, 2015

Despite
some
technical
difficulties, the event was
he fourth Annual Mathletics received with overwhelming
Competition was held at response with 103 students
Louise
Arbour
Secondary registering.
School.
Although the event
This year, with collaboration
was supposed to be held in late from the Peel District School
November of last year, because Board, we introduced a couple of
of facility booking issues we items into the competition, such
had to postpone the event to as now teams of two or three
2015. For those of you who are were allowed to compete and,
wondering, we will have another instead of a written test round, a
Mathletics competition again in new hands-on, practical test was
November of this year.
introduced.

T

Mathletics is a competition
designed to demonstrate the
application of mathematics and
engineering in everyday life. The
competition is a learning tool for
children to understand important
concepts related to engineering.

Also, new to this year was
that competitors were grouped
into two divisions based on their
grade (Junior: grades 6, 7 and
8 and Senior: grades 9 and 10)
and participated in two rounds
of testing, a practical (hands-on

testing), which was introduced
this year, and an interactive
test using RF student response
system technology. However
this year, due to some technical
difficulties with the testing
software, we had to improvise
and conduct the test in the old
fashioned way by using paper
and pencils.
Following the first round of
testing, a free pizza lunch was
provided to all participants to
ensure the students didn’t go
home hungry and were recharged
for the second round.
All
students who competed received
participation certificates, while
the top three highest scoring
students from each division,
the first, second and third

www.peobrampton.com

place winners, were awarded
monetary prizes of $150, $75 and
$50, respectively.
The practical testing that
was introduced this year was a
great hit with all the students.
The test allowed the students to
apply their math skills to solve
practical engineering problems,
related to civil, chemical and
environmental
engineering,
using everyday tools. Some
of the engineering problems
included finding the:
•

height of an object without
measuring directly;

•

density of an egg by using
water and salt; and

•

most efficient route of
garbage collection.

6
Once again, the event was a great success with numerous positive
On behalf of the planning committee for Mathletics, the Brampton
comments received from students and parents mentioning how much Chapter would like to thank everyone who helped make this year’s
fun they had and how they would be looking forward to it again not event such a huge success and for the students who participated.
next year, but in November!
The success of this annual event is a credit to all the volunteers,
sponsors
and the executive board members of the chapter who helped
The 2015 winners were:
out.
Junior
Senior
Also, a special thank you goes out to Anthony Persaud, Acting
Division
Division
Instructional Coordinator for Science & Technological Education at
Abdul Nafea Zuberi;
the Peel District School Board, Stephen Fowler, a Grade 2 teacher at
Ayesha Khan; and
1st Aleem Ahmed Ehsaan; and
Credit Valley Public School, and Katarina Hlavnicka, math teacher
Vishvam Mazumdar
Mahmud Khan
and curriculum head at North Park Secondary School.
2nd

Rashi Ramchandani

Advitya Chhabra; and
Varun Jain

3rd

Rishav Banerji

Armaan Lalani; and
Andi Gu

www.peobrampton.com
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Popsicle Bridge Building Challenge 2015
February 28, 2015

busting stations. The top five place medals.
teams in each division received
New this year was a paper
he event was hosted by certificates of merit and the top airplane contest open to both
Mayfield Secondary School three teams in each division students and their parents. The
with the support of the Peel received first, second and third
District School Board. Many
professional engineers from our
Brampton Chapter and several
Peel
teachers
volunteered
to make this a great day of
stimulating activities for the
students and their parents.
Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 students
from Mississauga, Brampton
and Caledon schools used their
design and construction skills
to compete for the awards.
Grades 5 and 6 made up the
Junior Division and grades
7 and 8 made up the Senior
Division.
Students were
supported by their parents
and
teachers
throughout.
Volunteers from our chapter
guided the bridge building
teams through judging panels
of four professional engineers,
where their knowledge of bridge
structure and design, as well as
their presentation skills, were
evaluated. These qualitative
scores were combined with
strength-to-weight
ratio
scores received at the bridge

T

www.peobrampton.com

object was to fold a standard
piece of paper into an airplane.
The furthest straight line travel
was the winner. The variety of
designs was quite impressive.
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Family Ski Day
February 16, 2015

W

e had a great day for
skiing and snowboarding
on our annual Family Day
Ski Day. There was plenty of
sunshine and no line ups at any
of the chair lifts. The morning
started out very cold at -27 C,
-35 C with the wind chill factor!
However, everyone was dressed
for the cold winter ski conditions
and was bundled up with no
exposed skin. Snow conditions
were perfect for the 62 skiers
and snowboarders. Engineers,
family and friends thoroughly
enjoyed the activities and ended
the day with good conversation
and hors d’œuvres in the chalet.

to watch our skiers try out our
skills on the race course.
Next year Ski Day is Family
Day, Monday, February 15, 2016
at Devil’s Glen. See you there to
enjoy our 27th Annual Ski Day
event and have fun.

Unfortunately, John Clayton
was unable to ski; however Gary,
a Devil’s Glen staff member, took
John up the hill on a snowmobile

An Engineering Perspective on Climate Change
February 5, 2015

T

he
chapter
organized
a technical talk on an
engineering perspective on
climate change on Thursday,
February 5, 2015 at Chris Gibson
Recreation Centre. This talk
highlighted that an increasing
number of engineers are now
being asked to design adaptations

for the changing climate, and to
recommend mitigation measures
to reduce carbon pollution.
All fields of engineering are
affected by the impacts of
climate change. For example,
the Ontario power grid is being
modified by political mandate;
civil engineers are being asked
to design for more extreme
floods; automotive engineers
are wondering about future

competition from electrical
vehicles;
and
agricultural
engineers are being asked about
heat tolerant crops. This talk
focused on discussing what the
science really says about climate
change, how we can account for
future weather in engineering
designs,
the
economic
opportunities and challenges,
and whether this entire issue
triggers any responsibilities for

www.peobrampton.com

the profession. The speaker,
Mr. Yannick Trottier, completed
aerospace engineering from
MIT and a special training on
climate science. He is very
active and a leader for Climate
Reality Projects in Ontario. The
talk was enjoyed by 75 attendees
ranging from young engineering
students to seasoned engineers.
Pizza and drinks were served.
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Licence Presentation Ceremony
January 16, 2015

T

he Brampton Chapter held its Licence Presentation Ceremony on Friday, January 16th, 2015 at the Brampton Golf Club, in conjunction
with the Annual General Meeting and the award of the Aspiring Engineer Scholarships.

The following individuals have completed the requirements necessary to become a professional engineer in this province and have been
admitted as members of Professional Engineers Ontario. Please congratulate them as they receive their licence to practise professional
engineering.
•
•
•
•
•

Zeeshan Sher, P.Eng.
Kyle McMahon, P.Eng.
Alap Bhatt, P.Eng.
David Schmidt, P.Eng.
Stephanie Noris, P.Eng.

•
•
•
•
•

Dipesh Modi, P.Eng.
Ankit Baghwala, P.Eng.
Anupum Sharma, P.Eng.
Predrag Strizak, P.Eng.
Gilbert Thevathasan, P.Eng.

•
•
•
•

Zaki Abedeen, P.Eng.
Andrea Lynn, P.Eng.
shkumar Bhavsar, P.Eng.
Atef Abdel Malak, P.Eng.

This year, four Aspiring Engineer Scholarships were awarded to the following recipients:
•
•

Zeeshan Sher, P.Eng.
• David Schmidt, P.Eng.
Kyle McMahon, P.Eng.
• Stephanie Noris, P.Eng.
• Alap Bhatt, P.Eng.

www.peobrampton.com
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Upcoming Events
Month

Event

Date

Contact

June

Annual Golf Classic

June 20

desmond.gomes@peobrampton.com

July/August

Family Picnic

end of July

nilima.gandhi@peobrampton.com
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